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City of Kennesaw Wins Outstanding Placemaking Project at Georgia Downtown Conference
KENNESAW, Ga., August 27, 2025 – The city of Kennesaw has been awarded with the Outstanding Placemaking Project at the Georgia Downtown Conference, recognizing their exceptional efforts in enhancing a public area within the city’s historic district. This prestigious award celebrates the organization’s commitment to creating attractive and harmonious improvements that enrich the downtown environment and preserve its historic character.
The Outstanding Placemaking Project Award honors creative, people-centered placemaking projects that enhance public spaces for under $10,000. These tactical urbanism projects contribute to a more vibrant, welcoming, and engaging environment that reflects the community’s character and sense of place.
“Smith-Gilbert Gardens has created a solid foundation with their annual Art Blooms event,” said Downtown and Main Street Manager Miranda Taylor. “This vibrant celebration of art, nature, and community engagement is a vital part of the city’s public art initiatives. It was our pleasure to partner with them to bring Art Blooms into Downtown Kennesaw. This was an excellent opportunity to encourage community engagement and focus on public art in our downtown area.”
The Georgia Downtown Conference is a premier gathering for downtown development professionals, offering a platform for sharing innovative ideas, strategies, and success stories. The Outstanding Placemaking Award is a highlight of the conference, celebrating projects that enhance the visual appeal, functionality, and overall experience of downtown areas.
The award was presented on August 27 in Gainesville, where Kennesaw was commended for their vision, creativity, and the positive impact of Art Blooms. This award underscores the importance of thoughtful and inclusive design in vibrant public spaces that honor the past while embracing the future.
About the Georgia Downtown Association: The Georgia Downtown Association (GDA) is a non-profit statewide organization that connects communities and professionals that are committed to downtown vitality. GDA provides accredited training programs for downtown development professionals, advocates for Georgia’s downtowns, and educates private and public sectors on the economic benefits of a thriving downtown. GDA also hosts the annual Georgia Downtown Conference to offer top-notch educational training and networking opportunities.
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